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<of St. Thomas’s Hospital in regard to the Fund and its non-
participation in the awards. The matter will be fully dis-
’cussed at a meeting of the constituents in the early part of
anext year. The annual general meeting will be held at the
Mansion House, on Wednesday, Dec. 18th, at 3 P.M.

THE BATTLE OF THE CLUBS.

WE published last week a letter from Dr. T. Frederick

Pearse, honorary secretary of the Portsmouth Medical

Society, stating that the present holder of certain clubs at
Portsmouth having refused to undertake the care of infants
- and girl juveniles under a charge of 4s. per annum, four
medical men from other places had tendered for the clubs at
.a lower figure. The local members of the profession stood
solidly by the holder of the clubs, refusing to compete
against him by accepting lower terms, and we rejoice to say
’that the tactics of unanimity have prevailed. The present
bolder is cunfirmed in his appointment by 168 votes against
65, 31, and 11 given for the three outside competitors.

THE CASE OF DR. WIGHT.

As our readers are probably aware, the trial of Dr. Wight
at the Central Criminal Court, on an indictment charging
him with the manslaughter of Mrs. Fletcher by alleged
unskilful treatment, took place on Monday and Tuesday of
the present week, and resulted in a verdict of "Guilty" " and
.a sentence of three months’ imprisonment without hard
labour. Medical evidence was given by Mr. Hannah after
the verdict, but before sentence was passed, that the

,prisoner’s health had been failing for some time, and
Mr. Hannah is reported as having said that he did not
think the prisoner was in his right mind. This evidence

.appears to us an important feature in the case, and,
indeed, it seems to have been so considered by the i,

judge, for he ordered that the prisoner should be placed 
under the care of the medical officer of the prison till the
directions of the Secretary of State were received. Of

,course, if the medical opinion above mentioned as to the
state of Dr. Wight’s mind is correctly reported, and if this
"opinion should be corroborated, it is unfortunate that it

.should not have been produced for the consideration of the
jury before they gave their verdict. Dr. Wight would in
such case appear to have been entitled to an acquittal on
account of the state of his mind. Most probably the Home
Secretary, under the circumstances, will obtain independent
,medical opinions in this matter before deciding whether or
not the sentence pronounced shall be carried into effect, and
we feel sure that everything that is submitted to him on
this aspect of the matter will receive the consideration it

.deserves. 
___

THE RELATION BETWEEN ADENOIDS AND
TUBERCULOUS CERVICAL GLANDS,

AN interesting pamphlet has recently been published by
Dr. J. H. Nicoll of Glasgow giving his impressions derived
from a study of 500 cases of enlarged glands of the

,neck. Some of his conclusions are rather startling and so
far opposed to received teaching that he would have made
his paper more convincing if he had entered with greater
detail into a consideration of the facts which led him to his
.conclusions and given a description of the methods of

investigation pursued by him. He believes that caries of the
teeth no more affects the glands of the neck than caries of
the tarsus afl:ects the glands of the groin. He admits that
,cutaneous eruptions cause enlargement of the glands,
but that they are never tuberculous. Chronic enlarge-
ment of the cervical glands he believes to be due
.in 80 per cent. of the cases to tuberculous infection
from the tonsils and naso-pharyngeal mucous membrane.
On this ground he practises and enthusiastically recommends

the removal of the tonsils and erasion of the naso-pharyngeal
mucous membrane whether there be enlargement of the
tonsils and adenoid vegetations or not, as a preliminary to
excision of the glands. He maintains that in most tonsils
removed in this way tubercle bacilli may be discovered
under the microscope even when there is no evidence of

tuberculous disease to the naked eye. No drawings of

sections are given, and we are often obliged to rely on the
dogmatic assertions of the writer instead of being able to
consider the evidence on which he has arrived at his con-
clusions. 

___

THE INCONSISTENCIES OF ANTI-VIVISECTIONISTS.

MR. BURFORD RAWLINGS, in a letter to the Times of
Nov. 27th, points out with great force the injury which the
unreasoning and illogical attitude of the anti-vivisection

clique is inflicting upon hospitals. Mr. Rawlings quotes a
list of "bequests to societies amounting to some &pound;60,000, of
which the large majority were for the benefit of animals
other than man-horses, dogs, &c.-while the institutions
which are supreme in their beneficence and utility were
conspicuously absent. The explanation was found in
a legacy of large amount bequeathed to an ’anti-
vivisection society,’ and, without for a moment seeking
to lessen the full liberty of a testator, hospital workers may
be permitted a protest when they believe the exclusion of
their institutions is brought about by reckless mis-statement.
The animus exhibited in the provisions of this particular will
is remarkable chiefly because of its increasing frequency, and
we may well ask what is the result these assailants of our

hospitals have set themselves to achieve." Whatever be the
result they wanted to achieve, the one which they actually do
achieve is to lessen the number and amount of subscriptions,
and so compel the closing of wards. Mr. Rawlings points out
the inconsistency of members of anti-vivisection societies

who, when ill, at once employ a medical man and a nurse,
both of whom have been trained in an institution which the
sick man has been in the habit of vilifying both by word
and action. We take it that the most bigoted anti-vivisec-
tionist, if he had an aneurysm or a wound in an artery
and was told that he could be cured by the ligation of the
vessel, would submit, and yet the feasibility of such pro-
cedure was established by experiment on the living animal.
Hospitals, as the writer of the letter we comment on says,
are not responsible for the practice of vivisection, and it is
equally cruel and foolish of the opponents of that practice
to try to make them so. 

-

A SESSIONAL meeting of the Sanitary Institute will be
held at the Parkes Museum on Wednesday, Dec. llth, at

8 P.M., when Sir Douglas Galton, Vice-President of the

society, will open a discussion on the Lessons to be Learned
from the Experimental Investigations by the State Board
Health of Massachusetts upon the Purification of Sewage.

LUCKLESS Christ’s Hospital! There are now under treat
ment in the infirmary of the school cases of measles, scarlet
fever, and diphtheria, and the parents of the boys have, we
understand, been informed that they can remove their sons
if they wish to do so, and can do it without risk to other
members of the family, before the end of the term.

" INFECTIVE and Tubercular Osteitis as Causes of Arthritis,
and the Importance of their Early Treatment" is the title
of the Bradshaw Lecture to be delivered at the Royal College
of Surgeons of England on Dec. 5th at 5 P.M. by Mr. C. N,
Macnamara. 

___

THE Milroy Lecturer at the Royal College of Physicians of 
-

London for 189G will be Dr.’Edward Seaton.


